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Then he opened a little book that belonged to one of his brothers. Ben looked qf
i 8 the cup one more time and said, ‘’m so lucky to have one book to read, but g = ~
z ! like one hundred more books so | can learn all about the world, please.’ Tha
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Suddenly, a hundred books fell from betv;een the leaves in the tree above him. o
- | Ben couldn’t believe it. He was so pleased. Th%
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He laughed and laughed, put the old cup in his pocket, carried the books home, sat |
down by the fire and read them all. |

When Ben’s older brothers came in through the door, Ben was still reading. They
were angry. ‘Where’s our dinner? Where'’s our vegetable soup?’ they shouted.

Ben looked up and said, ‘| found an old cup in the field today. I think it

understands about wishes. It gave me a hot chocolate, a warm coat and 100
really interesting books. I'm learning

7

all about the world. It's amazing! | know all




couldn’t believe it

t bro er hO”t d (;. e me K money.

(G'

ive m

. € more money than
said. £

Suddenly,

g b'Ot \er d l.d aroom IU O] ca ()”| r bl th I
’ 0 e

there was ¢
andy and mo
ol ney ever
Give me that cup,’ one shouted ywhere. The brothers began to fight.
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The cup fell on the ground and broke, and all the candy, the money
the delicious vegetable soup, Ben’s warm coat and the interesting books

disappeared. They were nowhere in the house.

| felt really sad when my uncle told me that

part of the story.

But then he added, ‘But the cup couldn’t make
all the stories about the world disappear from
And when Ben was a man, he

visited all the countries in the world and wrote
lots of stories about the animals and people

who lived there to tell to children.’
| never knew my uncle’s first name. | just

it was Ben.

Ben’s head.

called him Uncle. Perhaps, just perhaps,
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